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District Cllrs Hazel Smith, Judith Rippeth and County Cllr Anna Bradnam 

Council business 

The District Council had its first virtual Full Council meeting on 21st May, and Anna as vice-
chairman did a fine job. Other council meetings are all now online and this is becoming 
routine for us as it is for many in business, as well as for staying in touch with family. 
As you may be aware, the District Council agreed a grant of up to £50,000 in 2 tranches, to 
support Milton Country Park in these difficult times. This followed the £10,000 
extraordinary grant from Milton Parish Council. The Cambridge Sport Lakes Trust 
crowdfunder for Milton Country Park stands at just over £9,000 now. 
After voting in temporary Covid-19 related rules of procedure, the Council went on to 
receive the report of the Constitution Review Task and Finish Group which has worked on 
modernising the constitution over the last 18 months. There was also the small change to 
legalise planning delegation which has caused such disquiet among some parish councils. It 
was explained that the Planning Advisory Service (PAS) had been booked back in February to 
undertake a review of planning. This would bring the rules of Cambridge City and South 
Cambs District into the same procedure, regarding delegations, consultation and the role of 
Parish Councils and Area Committees. This is essential now that the Greater Cambridge 
Planning Service covers the whole area. They will be involving parish councils in their 
consultation. All this work should have been underway by now had the coronavirus not 
intervened. 
 
Health and Wellbeing 

A new strategy has been adopted by the Cabinet. This was worked on over the past year and 
currently  many of the classes and activities SCDC usually supports are unable to take place 
(fitness classes, Let’s Get Moving, sports for children, etc). However we all recognise that 
promoting fitness and mental health will be essential in the coming years, even more than 
before, so the strategy was adopted as a baseline, with aspirations for reviewing it later in 
the light of the communities’ needs as we recover from Covid-19. The Council has £200,000 
in its budget this year to support setting up new mobile warden schemes in about 8 villages 
where they don’t currently have them, and to encourage others to start work to support 
older people in their own homes in smaller villages too. The volunteer groups that are 
supporting groups of people in our villages during the coronavirus lockdown have clearly 
already started this sort of work in supporting many older, vulnerable and shielding 
residents, so this is very timely, and we hope to build on the contacts made. 
 
Melanie Bear Lombardi who took up her post as mobile warden for Waterbeach, 

Landbeach and Chittering just before lockdown commenced, has done sterling work in 

building relationships with her service users in these unprecedented circumstances, 

supporting them when many of them will be missing children and grandchildren. Just before 

the bank holiday weekend she posted on Facebook asking if local children could paint 

brightly coloured pictures to give them a little boost as we enter Week 10 of lockdown, an 

example of a little act of kindness that is keeping all of us going. 

 
 



Housing for the homeless 

Across the country homeless people have been housed temporarily to see them through the 
lockdown. In SCDC we housed 4 people who had been on the streets; Cambridge City had 
over 100 to house in the end. Some people, though offered a place to stay, preferred to 
leave, but the councils were obliged to keep the place open for them should they return. 
Many are in B&Bs or hotels. SCDC are working through their issues and hoping they can 
house these people permanently. 
 
Environment and Zero Carbon Strategy 

The Council has also just approved a new Zero Carbon Strategy detailing our aims for the 
next few years. This will also need a review when we see the effects of Covid-19 – the needs 
of public transport will be different and traffic will present different problems from before. 
More home working could make a big difference to everyone’s experience on the roads, and 
more cycling and walking are to be encouraged with greater cycle priority already planned 
for some streets in Cambridge. We are pushing for widening of the A10 cycle route (the old 
footpath), or at the very least the decent maintenance of the adjoining grass, shrubs and 
trees to maintain its design width. 
 
Share of Government’s £2 billion for improved cycling commuter routes 

As we ease out of lockdown and following the announcement by the Prime Minister on 10th 
May to go back to work if you can’t work from home, the Combined Authority will receive a 
share of this funding to enable more people to cycle to work. For residents who cannot 
work from home they are being encouraged to drive or cycle and to avoid public transport 
wherever possible. As elected members we have been encouraged to make suggestions of 
quickly adaptable cycling routes to County officers. This is particularly important in our ward 
as cycling is a potential option for many commuters into Cambridge and fast action needs to 
be taken to provide safer and thus more viable routes. Judith is working with the 
Waterbeach Cycling Campaign who are also liaising with CamCycle on deliverable options. 
This is particularly important for Waterbeach as we can probably expect it to be difficult to 
socially distance on a train travelling from the village even in an extended rush hour, and 
added to this, in the coming months the A10 is likely to return to usual traffic levels with 
delays to commuters’ journeys and an increase in air pollution. We have all enjoyed the 
fresher air of the past weeks, a silver lining of lockdown, which could become part of the 
“new normal.” 
 
Business support and grants 
The Council held a Zoom meeting involving local businesses, in conjunction with leading 
business support organisations and the City Council. 2 of our 3 local MPs also were in 
attendance. This was considered to be a useful meeting and has put us on the map as far as 
support for business recovery is concerned. The regular ‘Open for Business’ e-newssheet is 
very useful (businesses can sign up on the website), and SCDC has distributed over £20m in 
grants from the cash provided by the government. There is now a new 5% top-up of 
business grants which is to plug the glaring gaps in the previous grants they could award, 
and the criteria for businesses that can benefit are being drawn up mindful of the work on 
this in Cambridge City and Huntingdon, so that the system does not seem unfair across the 
area. These are supposed to be local schemes: in Newmarket they are supporting stables as 



a special case, for example. The gaps include small businesses whose rates are paid as part 
of their rent to the landlord, B&Bs, wholesale caterers, and those in shared premises. 
 

Greater Cambridge Shared Waste Service  
We were promised a monthly collection of green waste from 11 May with an undertaking to 
try and collect as many rounds as possible in the intervening fortnight. We have seen the 
new 2-man bin teams running the rounds and can report that both the guaranteed and non-
guaranteed dates thus far in the ward have been collected. Many thanks to the waste 
operatives quite literally going the extra mile, and it’s a good idea to put your green bin out 
fortnightly as if there continues to be time and capacity it will be emptied. 
 
Beware long waits at the Household Waste Recycling Centre at Milton, which was opened 
by the County on the same day. Only 7 cars are being accepted on site at a time, with 
queues being managed by a Traffic Management company, who are holding cars at the Park 
and Ride site until there is space to wait at the site entrance road. People have had to wait 
for 1-2 hours on very busy days.  
 
Planning and Planning Enforcement 
Whilst we have just started to emerge from lockdown, others have been surprisingly active. 
In Landbeach, residents at Birch’s Bluebell Woods mobile home park received letters 
advising them that the park was about to be extended from the current 16 pitches to a total 
of 48 pitches. This stemmed from a Certificate of Lawful Development about which the 
parish council was advised in August 2019 and which was determined /approved in 
November 2019. We have raised the issue of public (highway) safety with the Head of 
Planning because, whilst the development is lawful with regard to the history of the site, it is 
decades since the safety of developing the site to this size was considered by the highway 
authority. This stretch of road is dangerous; residents along the A10 know just how difficult 
it is to exit onto the A10 and an accident just outside the site in the middle of May, tragically 
resulting in a fatality, has brought this matter into even sharper focus. We have received an 
interim response from Stephen Kelly and await a fuller reply. 
 
In Milton the motorbike track in a field on Fen Road is being enhanced and developed into a 
much more formal track with many more riders and visitors on site. There has been a 
coincident increase in motorbike traffic on Fen Road. It is not clear if these bikes are related 
directly to the field. The track has been developed with the knowledge of the landowner 
and is within permitted development rights. On one day noise complaints were 
acknowledged and exhausts were muffled but on many days the bikes have been very loud. 
Some visitors have not been social distancing and the Police are aware of these concerns.  
If you have any serious concerns please call the Police on 101 or 999 or report a breach of 
the Coronavirus restriction here 
https://www.cambs.police.uk/report/Report-a-breach-of-COVID-19-restrictions 
 
North East Cambridge Area Action Plan 
Hazel, Judith and Anna attend this forum which is considering the development of the site north of 
Cambridge North Station, including the land currently occupied by the Waste Water Treatment 
Centre. This has become possible since it was announced that Anglian Water and Cambridge City 
Council‘s bid to the Housing Infrastructure Fund had succeeded. This is money to encourage 

https://www.cambs.police.uk/report/Report-a-breach-of-COVID-19-restrictions


development on otherwise difficult sites. We have had early sight of the documents which will be 
put before the public during the next round of consultation, which are soon to be published.  
The intention is to create a modern, low energy, mixed use development (homes and workspaces), 
maximising opportunities for people to live close to where they work, to maximise the use of public 
transport and to actively discourage cars. (0.5 spaces per dwelling.) The site is anticipated to hold 
8,000 dwellings with 40% affordable housing, space for 20,000 jobs, 3 primary schools, safeguarding 
of space for a secondary school, shops and local services. No retail units are being developed that 
would require a car park, so supermarkets will be small and localised. Building heights will range 
from 4-5 storeys, up to 7-11 storeys. You can see the documents and plans which the committees 
are considering here: 
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=1125&MId=7955&Ver=4 
When they have gone through the committee stages they will be opened up for public consultation. 
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